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"Fool/7 said Babehami. "So you refuse again to
listen to me? But remember this time it will not
be as it was before. You shall not always disgrace
and insult me."
"I have never spoken nor thought evil of you,
brother. But I tell you, as I told you before, I will
not live without this woman. It is useless to talk
more, for nothing but angry words will follow.
Therefore I am going."
Babun did not wait for any answer from the two
men, but went quickly from the compound. The
other two sat on discussing the matter for long.
They had to take their steps quickly, for Fernando
would only be a few weeks in the village, and he was
very anxious, now that he was really opposed, to
possess Punchi Menika. Their plans were laid that
night.
Babun and Silindu very soon became aware of the
web that was being spun around them. They had
already begun to cultivate a chena together: two
days after Babun's conversation with Babehami and
Fernando they found another man, Baba Sinno, a
near relation of Babehami, in occupation of it.
Babun went to the headman to inquire what this
meant. The headman was quite ready to explain
it. No permit could be given to Babun and Silindu
this year. It was a Government rule that permits